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gives no references to his authorities, but, according to his
preface, gathered much of his information at first hand
from surviving Serbian conspirators with whom he was
personally acquainted. In seeking to minimize the respon-
sibility of the Narodna Odbrana (National Defense), and
thus to discredit the Austrian version of the plot, he throws
the blame on the leader of a less well-known secret Serbian
revolutionary society, Ujedinjenje Hi Smrt (Union or
Death), commonly known as the "Black Hand." This was
composed of a powerful clique of military officers who had
plotted and carried out the murder of King Alexander and
Queen Draga in 1903, and had since then played a sinister
role in Serbian domestic politics and foreign relations. Its
organizer, and its leader and moving spirit in 1914, was no
less a person than the Chief of the Intelligence Department
[including spy service] of the Serbian General Staff, Col.
Dragutin Dimitrijevitch. Of this remarkable arch-plotter,
who was put to death by the Pashitch Party in 1917, but
who has become a hero in the eyes of a large part of the
Serbian people, Professor Stanojevitch gives the following
edifying picture:
Gifted, cultured, personally brave, honest; full of ambi-
tion, energy, and willingness to work; and a convincing
talker, Dragutin Dimitrijevitch had an extraordinary in-
fluence on those about him, especially on his companions
and the younger officers, who" were altogether inferior to
him in feeling and character. He had the qualities which
fascinate men [in Serbia], His reasoning was always
thorough and convincing; he understood how to make the
worst deeds appear trifles, and the most dangerous schemes
innocent and harmless. At the same time, he was in every
respect a splendid' organizer; he always kept everything
in his own hands, and even his most intimate friends knew
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